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MINUTES of the Parks and Properties Committee Meeting of the Northbrook Park District Board of Commissioners 

held Tuesday, July 19, 2016 in the Joe Doud Administration Building located at 545 Academy Drive, Northbrook, 

Illinois. 

 

CALL TO ORDER—The meeting was called to order at 6:01pm by Commissioner Chambers. 

 

Members Present—Chair Chambers, Commissioners Randel and Schyman (arrived at 6:02pm) 

Members Absent—None 

Ex-Officio Members—Commissioners Simon (arrived at 6:02pm), Slepicka and Ziering 

Staff—Directors Baron, Dalton, Loftus, Munn; Administrative Assistant Silvestri 

 

Commissioner Chambers made a motion to amend the Agenda and add Verbal Update/Discussion Item letter 6.e., 

Trending Activities in Northbrook Parks to include: E-Bikes, Gaga Ball and Pokémon Go. The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Randel and approved on a voice vote. 

 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS — Lisa Chalem of 2214 Ash Lane was in attendance. She noted that she was interested 

in learning more about the Park Board and potentially running for Commissioner. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Minutes of June 14, 2016 were approved as presented. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 

 

NEW BUSINESS –   

Consider Administration Building Rooftop Unit Replacement, Bid 2110 

Director Dalton gave an overview of the project and confirmed questions related to the unit operation. He also noted 

that staff explored geothermal as an option; however, it was not cost effective at just one building. The Committee  

moved to approve the Administration Building Rooftop Unit Replacement for $93,000 from Jensen’s Plumbing & 

Heating, Inc. of Woodstock, Illinois to the full Board for approval. 

 

Consider Indian Ridge Bocce Courts and Landscape Improvements, Bid 2114 

Director Dalton explained that staff reached out for additional feedback from agencies who currently operate bocce 

courts in their District. This feedback confirmed that the overall distance of the courts and shade are two important 

features to consider when installing bocce courts. To incorporate longer 65 foot courts and add additional shade, 

staff adjusted the project scope slightly to keep the cost as close to $145,000 as possible. The adjusted scope includes 

completing the landscaping in-house and adjusting the type of shade structure from all steel to a canvas roof. 

Commissioner Schyman requested that some type of scoring system be installed as part of the project. Director 

Dalton confirmed that a magnetic scoring post is common in other districts and something that could easily be 

created in-house. The Committee moved to approve the Indian Ridge Bocce Courts construction for $133,186 from 

Clauss Brothers of Elgin, Illinois, to the full Board for approval. 
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Special Event Rentals in the Parks 

Director Dalton explained that staff recently received a request for alcohol in the park at Techny Prairie Park and 

Fields for a private rental. In the past, staff referred these requests to Sportsman's Country Club, as the District 

already has a vendor who serves alcohol from this location. Aside from Northbrook Days, alcohol requests are not 

granted for park locations other than Sportsman's Country Club. He noted that the Conduct Ordinance currently 

reads that alcohol is not allowed in our parks unless approved by permit. If we do choose to approve a permit for 

alcohol at any location other than Sportsman's, the Village must also approve the request. After a brief discussion, 

the Committee requested that staff gather information to understand how alcohol permits are handled in other 

Districts. The Committee was open to exploring alcohol permits for private rentals; however, they agreed that there 

must be defined criteria as to when and how permits are approved. 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS/VERBAL UPDATES  

Capital Improvement Projects 

 

Northbrook Sport Center Pool – MWRD permit update 

Director Dalton gave an update on the MWRD permit for the Sports Center pool project. He explained that MWRD 

rejected the proposed stormwater detention under the pool and recommended that the District instead carve down 

the area next to the basin at West Park. He noted that the estimate for this work is less than $30,000, when credits 

from unnecessary  excavating under the pool are applied towards the work on the basin. The updated permit 

information was submitted to MWRD in early July and the District is hoping to hear from them in the next two weeks 

with approval. 

 

Techny Skate Park and BMX Bikes 

Director Dalton explained that a group of BMX Bike riders recently attended the June 2016 Board Meeting and want 

the District to allow bike riders access to the Skate Park at Techny Prairie Park and Fields. He noted that the visitors 

provided a petition to the Board and only 6 of the 523 names were Northbrook residents.  He explained that two 

factors now limit this park to skaters and not bicycles. A six inch steel coping was installed along the  edges of the 

concrete, verses 12-18 inch coping that is designed for bicycles. Additionally, the deep bowl was created as a unique 

feature of the park; however, it does not allow for skate park users to see park patrons from inside the bowl.  As a 

skater, there is time to react and avoid collisions. As a cyclist; however, the speed at which they travel does not allow 

for this avoidance and can result in accidents. It is for this reason that our Risk Management Agency (PDRMA) 

recommends that the park remain a skate park only. Director Dalton then asked for direction from the Committee on 

the future of the Skate Park. He asked the Committee if the District should explore modifying the coping and the bowl 

or look at a location for a BMX track somewhere else in the District. After discussion, the consensus of the Committee 

was to leave the Skate Park as is and not explore an additional BMX bike track.  Changes to the bowl would remove a 

unique feature of the park and an additional facility is costly and would serve mostly non-resident users. 

Commissioner Schyman suggested that the District post signage at the park noting that the topic was recently 

discussed and the reason why the park is limited to skaters only. 

 

Northbrook Civic Request for Sale of Additional Alcohol Products  

Director Dalton explained that John McCormack from the Northbrook Civic Foundation attended the June 2016 Board 

Meeting and requested that Civic be allowed to serve both Mike's Hard Lemonade and Margaritas at the Northbrook 

Days Carnival. A permit for beer and wine was approved by the Board in May of 2016 and staff is now looking for 

feedback on whether or not to expand this permit to include the additional items. The Committee commended Civic 

for their good track record with alcohol service and security over the last few years. It was also noted that the District 

wants to support the Civic Foundation and their effort to expand their market; however, hard alcohol, such as 

margaritas, are not appropriate for a community event. The Committee moved to approve an amended Special Use 

Permit for the Northbrook Days Carnival to allow for the sale of Mike's Hard Lemonade in addition to beer and wine 

to the full Board for approval. 
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Leisure Center Ceramic Room Update 

Director Dalton explained that after review of the proposed ceramic room conversion, staff do not plan to move 

forward with the project at this time. Staff will complete some housekeeping to clean-up the room and make it more 

user friendly to other groups. Director Dalton noted that the capital dollars assigned to this project would be kept 

available until after the Master Plan is completed to meet smaller needs addressed in the plan. For example, this 

might include adding fitness equipment at the Leisure Center to fill a need for the District's active adult population. 

Director Loftus further explained that the addition of security doors at the Leisure Center, that was planned in 

conjunction with this project, is not possible. The Fire Department confirmed that the District cannot put additional 

doors in the existing hallway. 

 

Trending Programs in Northbrook Parks - E-Bikes, Gaga Ball and Pokémon Go 

 

Gaga Ball– 

Director Dalton explained that the community currently has three Gaga Ball courts at school locations. He was also 

informed that there are portable kits available for purchase and the District would look into providing this as an 

option to camps. 

 

E-Bikes– 

Director Dalton noted that staff see some e-bikes throughout the District; however, the District's Conduct Ordinance 

does not allow motorized vehicles in our Parks. If this is an issue, staff or police stop park patrons to make them 

aware. Staff do not see e-bikes as an issue in the future. 

 

Pokémon Go– 

Director Dalton expressed that so far, Pokémon Go is a great experience for the kids in Northbrook. He noted that the 

District cautioned staff to be more aware of any unusual activity in our Parks due to the increased traffic from the 

game. At this time there are no known vandalism reports. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next Committee meeting was scheduled for August 16, 2016 at 6:00pm at the Joe Doud Administration Building, 

545 Academy Drive. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:08pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

NORTHBROOK PARK DISTRICT 

 

/s/   Mindy Munn  

Mindy Munn, Secretary  

Board of Commissioners/aps 

 

 

 

 


